
DESCENDANTS OF VON FARNE, FARNI, FAHRNI 

Table of Contents 

Preface 3 

The von Farne mountain farmers; Farne/Fahmi village; Family names; 

Coat of arms; Citizenship rights; Genealogical sources. 

Generation | 16 

Our DNA Haplogroup; Our Von Farne Progenitors married in 1554; 

The Reformation; The Anabaptists; Birth of the Swiss Nation anecdotes. 

Generation 2 26 

Life of Steffan von Farne; Lifestyle in Steffisburg region; Valley of Eriz; 

Medical and Health; Farni ancestors’ lifespan. 

Generation 3 38 

Our First known Anabaptist, Ulrich Farni; Our Farni Schwendi mountain 

& Eckweid of Eriz; Land ownership; Expulsion of the Farni Anabaptists. 

Generation 4. 49 

Second Farni generation of Anabaptists; The Thirty-Years War; The War 

of Thun; Ulli Farni Junior, the Steffisburg leader in the Swiss Peasant War. 

Generation 5 66 

The Farni Anabaptist lineage; The Mosestafel in Steffisburg church; 

The Anabaptist and Mennonite movements; Anabaptist Abraham Farni 

moves to Prussia; Abraham Farni sails to America; The Lancaster Farni- 

Forney lineage; The Protestant Farni lines. 

Generation 6 104 

Jacob Farni-Forney, the Anabaptist Southern Forney line; Descendants 

of Protestant Hans Farni and Anna Poler; Land Successions in Eriz. 

Generation 7 117 

Life of Peter Farni & Magdalena Wenger and their descendants; Power of 

Church Tribunal (Chorgericht); Paternity and marriage jurisdiction; 

Orphanhood in Farni bloodlines; Land sales and purchase transactions; 

French Invasion of Switzerland; The Outcast Farni Cousins. 

Generation 8 134 

Life of Christian Fahrni and his successive three wives; Christian Fahrni 

and Suzanna Scherz were the progenitors ofthe USA, Ohio, lineages; 

Christian Fahrni sold his assets in Gwatt and settled in Unterlangenegg; 

Christian Fahrni and Magdalena Kneubuhl were the progenitors of the Swiss 

bloodlines; First distribution of Assets at death of Christian; Second 

distribution of assets to Swiss line, following death of Magdalena Kneubuhl.



DESCENDANTS OF VON FARNE, FARNI, FAHRNI 

Table of Contents 

Preface 3 

The von Farne mountain farmers; Farne/Fahrni village; Family names; 

Coat ofarms; Citizenship rights; Genealogical sources. 

Generation 1 16 

Our DNA Haplogroup; Our Von Farne Progenitors married in 1554; 

The Reformation; The Anabaptists; Birth ofthe Swiss Nation anecdotes. 

Generation 2 26 

Life of Steffan von Farne; Lifestyle in Steffisburg region; Valley of Eriz; 

Medical and Health; Farni ancestors’ lifespan. 

Generation 3 38 

Our First known Anabaptist, Ulrich Farni; Our Farni Schwendi mountain 

& Eckweid of Eriz; Land ownership; Expulsion ofthe Farni Anabaptists. 

Generation 4. 49 

Second Farni generation of Anabaptists; The Thirty-Years War; The War 

of Thun; Ulli Farni Junior, the Steffisburg leader in the Swiss Peasant War. 

Generation 5 66 

The Farni Anabaptist lineage; The Mosestafel in Steffisburg church; 

The Anabaptist and Mennonite movements; Anabaptist Abraham Farni 

moves to Prussia; Abraham Farni sails to America; The Lancaster Farni- 

Forney lineage; The Protestant Farni lines. 

Generation 6 104 

Jacob Farni-Forney, the Anabaptist Southern Forney line; Descendants 

of Protestant Hans Farni and Anna Poler; Land Successions in Eriz. 

Generation 7 117 

Life of Peter Farni & Magdalena Wenger and their descendants; Power of 

Church Tribunal (Chorgericht); Paternity and marriage jurisdiction; 

Orphanhood in Farni bloodlines; Land sales and purchase transactions; 

French Invasion of Switzerland; The Outcast Farni Cousins. 

Generation 8 134 

Life of Christian Fahrni and his successive three wives; Christian Fahrni 

and Suzanna Scherz were the progenitors ofthe USA, Ohio, lineages; 

Christian Fahrni sold his assets in Gwatt and settled in Unterlangenegg; 

Christian Fahrni and Magdalena Kneubuhl were the progenitors of the Swiss 

bloodlines; First distribution of Assets at death of Christian; Second 

distribution of assets to Swiss line, following death of Magdalena Kneubuhl.



DESCENDANTS OF VON FARNE, FARNI, FAHRNI 

Generation 9A 168 

Early life of Johann Christian Fahrni (JCF) in Switzerland; JCF sails 

to America; US Fahrni-Fahrney genealogical research by JCF’s grand- 

children; JCF’s starting life in New Philadelphia, Ohio; JCF marries Susan 

Hophfinger; Move from Jefferson Twsp to Lockport; Move from Lockport 

to Neosho; Move from Neosho to Cherokee Territory; JCF and family lived 

near the 1863 Baxter Spring massacre; JCF followed Union army & returned 

to Neosho; The Fahrney Frank, Pete and the Mules family saga; The eight 

children of JCF and Susan; JCF’s Wanderbuch (The Travelling Journeyman’s 

book); Headstones at Odd Fellow Cemetery, Neosho, Newton County; 

The two famous grandsons of JCF & Susan; Paul Lanier Fahrney (1897-1993) 

and Delmer Slater Fahrney (1898-1984). 

Generation 9B 223 

Early life of Peter Fahrni in Switzerland; Peter joined his half-brother JCF 

in New Philadelphia, Ohio; Peter worked for William Rickerts Cigars before 

starting his own cigar factory; Peter Fahrni marries Maria Weber; Peter added 

a line of groceries to his cigar business; Peter’s press release about his early 

life in Switzerland; Peter and Mary Fahrni’s luxury residence at 202 South 

Broadway street in New Philadelphia; Peter and Mary adopted five children; 

Peter brought four children of his brother to America; Peter & Mary headstones; 

Peter & Mary Probate Records. 

Generation 9C 255 

Johannes Fahrni’s early life in Zweisimmen; Johannes marries Anna 

Thomann and starts his transport company; Their Zweisimmen vintage 

house; Three of Johannes’ sons emigrated to Saxony; Inheritance saga. 

Generation 10 РТ 

Gottfried Fahrni Senior early life in Zweisimmen; Gottfried Sr. emigrated 

to Saxony and started a transport company with brother Adolf; They lost 

their business with WW1; Gottfried Sr. marries Jadwiga Polucha; Their 

children were born after the war; Early life of Jadwiga in Poland; Life under 

Nazism; WW2 horrors; Russian occupation; Life under Communism. 

Generation 11 308 

Karl Fritz Fahrni’s early life in Saxony; Karl’s compulsory enlisting into 

the Hitler Youth; Karl fled to Switzerland in 1939; Karl joined the Swiss 

army; Karl Fahrni marries Klara Jenni; Karl and Klara were the progenitors 

of the author of this book and of his siblings; Karl was deprived of his 

rightful inheritance of Zweisimmen; Inheritance was misappropriated by his 
aunt; Karl and Klara Headstones.


