
Contents

The Power of Microdata: An Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Nuno Crato and Paolo Paruolo

Part I Microdata for Policy Research

From ‘Intruders’ to ‘Partners’: The Evolution of the Relationship
Between the Research Community and Sources of Official
Administrative Data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Paul Jackson

Microdata for Social Sciences and Policy Evaluation as a Public Good . . . 27
Ugo Trivellato

Overview of Data Linkage Methods for Policy Design and Evaluation . . . . 47
Natalie Shlomo

Privacy in Microdata Release: Challenges, Techniques,
and Approaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Giovanni Livraga

Part II Microdata Access

Access to European Statistical System Microdata . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87
Aleksandra Bujnowska

Giving the International Scientific Community Access to German
Labor Market Data: A Success Story . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
Dana Müller and Joachim Möller

Hungary: A Case Study on Improving Access to Administrative
Data in a Low-Trust Environment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
Ágota Scharle

xi



xii Contents

Experimental and Longitudinal Data for Scientific and Policy
Research: Open Access to Data Collected in the Longitudinal
Internet Studies for the Social Sciences (LISS) Panel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Marcel Das and Marike Knoef

Part III Counterfactual Studies

Public Policy, Big Data, and Counterfactual Evaluation: An
Illustration from an Employment Activation Programme . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149
Pedro S. Martins

The Use of Administrative Data to Evaluate the Impact of Active
Labor Market Policies: The Case of the Italian Liste di Mobilità . . . . . . . . . . . 165
Enrico Rettore and Ugo Trivellato

Negative Home Equity and Job Mobility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183
Andrea Morescalchi, Sander van Veldhuizen, Bart Voogt,
and Benedikt Vogt

Microdata and Policy Evaluation at CPB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203
Rudy Douven, Laura van Geest, Sander Gerritsen, Egbert Jongen,
and Arjan Lejour

Long-Term Effects of a Social Intervention for Vulnerable Youth:
A Register-Based Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221
Jacob Nielsen Arendt and Mette Verner

Does the Road to Happiness Depend on the Retirement Decision?
Evidence from Italy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237
Claudio Deiana and Gianluca Mazzarella

The Impact of Age of Entry on Academic Progression . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249
Julio Cáceres-Delpiano and Eugenio P. Giolito

Part IV Use of Results

Use of Administrative Data for Counterfactual Impact Evaluation
of Active Labour Market Policies in Europe: Country and Time
Comparisons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271
Beatrice d’Hombres and Giulia Santangelo

Designing Evaluation of Modern Apprenticeships in Scotland . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289
Matej Bajgar and Chiara Criscuolo

Pay for Performance in Primary Care: The Use of Administrative
Data by Health Economists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 313
Rita Santos, Sara Barsanti, and Chiara Seghieri

The Potential of Administrative Microdata for Better
Policy-Making in Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333
Sven Langedijk, Ian Vollbracht, and Paolo Paruolo


