
CONTENTS 

  

1 INTRODUCTION 1 

1.1 Modern African History in Two Graphs 3 

1.2 The Argument 6 

1.3 Empirical Approach & Preview of Results 10 

1.4 Plan of the Thesis 11 

BEYOND THE RESOURCE CURSE 13 

2.1 Economic Development and Inequality 13 

2.2 Institutions and Political Representation 17 

2.3 Ethnic Identity Salience 18 

2.4 Political Violence 19 

2.5 Moving Ahead 22 

THEORY 

TRADE MADE THE STATE! A MODEL OF AFRICAN POLITICS 25 

3.1 The Model 27 

3.1.1 Locational Fundamentals 27 

3.1.2 Demand and Technology Shocks 29 

3.1.3 Institutional Equilibria 30 

3.1.4 Economic and Political Payoffs 33 

3.2 Sources of Persistence and Change 35 

33 Limitations 36 

GEOGRAPHY, TRADE AND STATES IN PRECOLONIAL TIMES 39 

4.1 Locational Fundamentals in Practice 39 

4.2 Demand, Technology and Trade 44 

4.3 Warfare as Interaction Mode 50 

4.4 Taking Stock 51 

RESOURCES RULE! THE COMMERCIAL TRANSITION AND COLO- 

NIAL INSTITUTIONS 55 

5.1 The Resource Revolutions of the Commercial Transition 55 

5.1.1 Resource Types: Producing Cash Crops and Minerals 55 

5.1.2 Technology, Demand and Coalitions: The European and 

African Origins of the Trade Revolutions 60 

5.2 Endogenous Institutions: Cash Crops, Minerals and Colonial- 

ism 65



CONTENTS 

II 

5.2.1 From Informal to Formal Empire 65 

5.2.2 The Revenue Imperative 69 

5.2.3 Indirect Rule and Association 74 

5.2.4 Regulation of Factor and Output Markets 77 

CONTINUITY AND CHANGE: EMPIRICAL IMPLICATIONS 83 

6.1 Spatial Inequality 83 

6.2 Access to Political Power 85 

6.3 Ethnic Identity Salience 88 

6.4 Armed Conflict 90 

TESTING THE ARGUMENT 

THE EMPTY PANORAMA: COLONIAL ORIGINS OF SPATIAL IN- 

EQUALITY 95 

7.1 Data 98 

7.2 Research Design 100 

7.3 Baseline Results 104 

73. Causal Mediation Analysis 107 

7.3.2. Heterogeneity Analysis 108 

733 Implications for Country-Level Spatial Inequality 111 

7.4 Conclusion 114 

A FIELD RIPE FOR HARVEST! COLONIAL CASH CROPS AND POLIT- 

ICAL POWER 117 

8.1 Data 120 

8.2 Cross-Sectional Analysis — 121 

8.21 Research Design 123 

8.2.2 Results 125 

8.2.3 Causal Mechanisms & Alternative Explanations 128 

8.3 Analyzing Changes over Time — 132 

8.3.1 Research Design 132 

8.5.3 Results 135 

8.3.3 Implications for Rural Living Standards — 137 

8.4 Conclusion 140 

PEASANTS INTO TRIBESMEN: CASH CROPS AND ETHNIC IDENTITY 

SALIENCE 143 

9.1 Data & Methods 145 

9.2 Analysis & Results 148 

9.3 Ethnic Strangers as Second-Class Citizens? — 154 

9.4 Conclusion 157 

  

  

10 

11 

III 

CONTENTS xi 

INEQUALITY, SHOCKS & VIOLENCE 159 

10.1 Group-level Analysis & Results 160 

10.2 Cross-Sectional Analysis at the Cell Level 162 

10.3 Economic Shocks at the Cell Level 165 

10.3.1 Climate Shocks — 166 

10.3.2 Price Shocks 169 

10.4 Conclusion 170 

CONCLUSION 173 

APPENDIX 

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 7 179 

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 8 193 

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 9 203 

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 10 207


